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CONFIDENTIAL

itive istr
Central Intelligence Agency Executive Registry

84- 9208/1 ,_J

Washington. D.C. 20505

. 20 September 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR: Robert M., Kimmitt
Executive Secretary
National Security Council

SUBJECT :. Reply to Congressman Pease's Inquiries
Regarding Central America‘

1. This is in response to your 18 September memorandum forwarding
DoD's proposed response to Congressman Pease. Since the Congressman was

reacting to a briefing on U.S. policy, in our judgment it would be best
for CIA not to become associated with this response.

2. You should, however, be aware that we, too, received a letter
from Congressman Pease and have already provided him a response (copy
attached). Inasmuch as our letter indicated the inappropriateness of our

responding to matters of US policy, I believe it best that we not be
involved in any further response to him.

Execlylive Secretary

cc: Charles Hill
Executive Secretary
Department of State

R. J. Affourtit
Executive Secretary
Department of Defense
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Distribution: (all w/att) cLpy Signer ..
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24 August 1984

The Honorable Donald J. Pease
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Pease:

Your letter to the Director of August 17, 1984 addresses .issues,
which you note, follow, at least in part, from General Gorman's '
briefing and from the joint State Department and Pentagon paper
entitled 'Nicaragua's Buildup and Support for Central American
Subversion.” I understand that the Department of Defense
received a letter identical to the one sent to us.

Your questions address. U.S. policy; hence, I have taken the
liberty of forwarding your letter to the Department of State
for coordination with the Department of Defense. We, of course,
will cooperate with State in the preparation of the respanse.

Sincerely,

&L\ML.& s

Charles A. Bri,
Director, Office of Legisladiye Liaison
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LU o e 6372]

: ; o
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL VIA LD¥ | ok
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508 R s 1 } :

1
|

! ' 1 i

CONFIDENTIAL September 18, 1984 Executive [Registry | ©

84- 9208

REs

MEMORANDUM POR MR. CHARLES HILL R T
- pxecutive Secretary B AH olL W-JB‘W/

Department of State i

Executive Secretary -
Central Intelligence Agency

SUBJECT: Congressional correspondence regarding Central ; i
America (U) A - e | e

i

The Department of Defense has prepared a letter to Congressman
... Don J. Pease (Tab A) responding to his inquiries regarding } :
Central America (Tab B). It is our understanding that State and "
--. CIA also received jdentical letters from Congressman Pease [10) BENNS

pefense has proposed that a single coordinated response be

_ provided to the Congressman. The NSC agrees that this would be
appropriate given the sensitivity of the issues and the fact that.

much of the information requested could be classified. . Wo 4a |
you, therefore, review the proposed response prepared by Defense .
(Tab A) to determine whether or not addiftional information| should:.
i&‘;*&pe included and if a single response is appropriate. Your|views 0
27 "would be appreciated by close of business Friday, Septembegr 21, ”J

w wx V ‘( % } ,

1984. - (C)
Robert FL immitt-“
Executive Secretary

1
t
i

'

cc: R. J. Affourtit . if
: - Executive Secretary ' '
Department of Defense . |
Attachments . : S }'
" “mab A - Defense Proposed ltr to Congressman Pedse : ‘
Tab B - Congresman Pease 1tr to Weinberger of August 17, 1984
. { '

ON-FILE NSC RELEASE
..... | INSTRUCTIONS APPLY|

comomn ,, COFDENTIL — - | |
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE = ~~~7=" ==

WASHINGTON, D C. 20301 o

Tu::x:cuvwzs:cncfanv : . September 11, 1984 . .-

MEMORANDUM FOR COMMANDER PAUL B. THOMPSON,
DEPUTY EXECUTIVE SECRETAR
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
ROOM 372, OEOB

SUBJECT: Congressional Correspondence

I earlier sent Bob a memorandum regarding the
letter from Congressman Pease apout oper tions in
Certral America (my memorandum and Congressman ;

. Pezse’'s letter are attached). Per our telecon. T
| attached is our staff's recommended resppnse to :
: Congressman Pease, which you may want to| incorporate -
into a joint response, i.e., DoD, CIA, State, and
NSC. : /

-

Attachments . A ) S s o “A'_;
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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

WASHINGTON THE DISTRICT OF| COLUMBIE - - -5 -

Honorable Don J. Pease
House of Representatives
washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman:

This is in response to your letter of 17 August in whig¢h you
raised several guestions regarding support and supply of the i
Salvadoran guerrillas. As you are aware,|during late July and | ;
early August when the PY84 supplemental security assistance|for s
El Salvador was under consideration, Ambassador Pickering apd i il
General Gorman conducted extensive briefings for the Congress |
on this subject. These briefings were followed by a press ¢on+ :
ference on 8 August in which previously ¢ assified material|was i
released to the public. Both the Congressional briefings apd R
the press conference as well as the Backg ound Paper published ik
on 18 July addressed extensively and in detail the question : :
you have raised regarding the Salvadoran verrilla support
structure and the question of interdiction. “A transcript of
the Pickering/Gorman press briefing is provided for your reyiew.
It reinforces the composite picture of Nicaragua's involvempnt |
in the Salvadoran guerrilla suppprt syste discussed in the
Background Paper. T oo :

tion regarding a
port and the finaj
stancy of Nicaragp
nges made to the’
rmation but! rathef
of the situafion.

Your letter also requested an explan
perceived contradiction between a draft r
published version ‘on the matter of the co
support to the Salvadoran guerrillas. Ch
draft report do not represent any new inf
provide a more acgurate\chatacte:izatiop

taining to»%ctions : ;
during the past flive; :

s: (1) On 7: June {1982, b
icopter launched (from e
rs; (2) On 2 Sept
ted a fly-by of t S
On 11 January 1984, !
Honduras was fired
van side of the |’
wab. ‘

The bill of particulars requested pe
undertaken by the Government of Nicaragua
years against US armed forces is as follo

- a Nicaraguan patrol boat fired on a US he
the USS Trippe while in international wat
1982, two armed Nicaraguan SP-260's condu
USS Spruance in international waters; (3)
a US Army light observation helicopter in
on by the Nicaraguan Army from the Nicara
border killing Warrant Officer Jeffrey Sc

are involved -in Selling

Allegations that salvadoran officers
ted by available gvidence.

arms to the guerrillas are not substanti
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- Questions of actions taken against US citizens or' their
property by the Government of Nicaragua ar
of the State Department, as are guestions F
human rights abuses and the release of Huma
reports. :
The situation in Central America is ery complex and
important to the security interests of th
hope this response is helpful in assisting
on this matter. : , R
sipgkrgly;“
i
Attachment
a/s ‘
1
;

‘properly the purjview
oncerning alleged
n Rights Commission

United States.

your deli
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|
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i
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,
i
:

?‘8
1




Approved For Release 2009/08/14 : CIA-RDP86M00886R001200330029-5
- - """ : i ;
OF FICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE | i ; l “ll
WASHINGTON, DC 20301

B4 e -

THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY "‘Aug\m{t 33 -1984

]

o

MEMORANDUM POR MR. ROBERT M. KIMMITT E
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY : : R
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

SUBJECT: Congressional Corresponaénce

Attached is a letter to Secretary Weinberger
from Congressman Pease concerning operations in
Central America. It is my understanding that
similar letters (if not identical) went [to State
and CIA. 1In light of this, do you think it-would
be appropriate that one letter go back to Congress-
man Pease rather than- three separate letiters? The
issue is significantly sensitive that NSC may want.
to coordinate the response. Please advise.

Attachment

cc: DUSD(P) . o 4 o
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il Eangress of the Bnited States . ST
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. : —em

August 17, 1984 -~ s waismn

Vs Couras Admusnd
"1 34184

L h
. Count) Aswunsrraron Dunmes. f
i | 030 885-0308

|

The Honorable Caspar Weinberger . »
Secretary of Defense » o 1
The Pentagon : ‘ o 1
washington, D. C. 20301 !

i
|
|

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In early August, General Paul P. Gorman, Comnander of the United States
Command in Panama, told the Congress that a guerilla offensive in EY Salvador
was isminent and that additional U. S. military aid to the Salvadoran Army
was needed right away. The Congress responded on August 10 by inclyding more
than $70 million 4in additional military aid in the FY '84 Supplemental Appro- |
priations Bill. Moreover, the Poreign Operations Subcommittee of the House | 3
Appropriations Committee has recommended appraval of $123 million if military i
aid to El Salvador for Fiscal Year 198S. : :

T continue to have serious questions with respect to how the Salvadoran ‘
guerillas secure the arms and ammunition they need to keep fighting| General : |
Gorman and Ambassador Pickering are the most recent witnesses to appear;before
the Congress to argue that most of the weapons, .ammunition, and equjpment comes | :
from Communist bloc countries and is funneled through Nicaragua. But the recon-
‘paissance photographs and other evidence cited, to date, to substantiate allega-| i
tions of widespread Nicaraguan involvement in| the Salvadoran insurg ncy are in- |l |
conclusive. Accordingly, I am requesting specific and prompt answers to the : |1
following questions along with full compliance in my request for supporting | |l
éocumentation and intelligence inforamtion. ' E o

(1) Drawing upon all U. §. intelligence-
describe in as much detail as .possible the

g&iﬁuing sources and
support and supply
X am findin

apabilities; f:}

tructure wit

it aifficult’
ess in ;
s are restric
system we are

specific attention to all sources of outside Fupport.
to evaluate current U. S. policy and to assess its likely effective
suppressing the Salvadoran insurgency if U. S. iritelligence resour
to demonstrating Kicaraguan' involvement rather than describing the

supposed to be attacking.

(2) On June 28 an advance copy of a joint State Department ang Pentagon
background paper entitled *Ricaragua’s Buildup and Support for Centiral American
Subversion® was delivered to my office. In the subsection entitled "The Nicarar:
guan Supply Operations for the Salvadoran Guerillas” a pivotal parggraph statesi.
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- The Honorable Caspar Weinberger ' _ : , K
August 17, 1984 ’

Page Two

*The rate of flow of supplies tp guerrillas in El Salvador has
depending on a number of factors. During the ipitial rapid build-up
of November 1980 to January 1581, the flow was heavy and arms plus
made up much of the shipments. Since then, ex:tpt for special peri
guerrilla units were being equipped or immediately before a major off

flow has besn sporadic. Amminition, medicines,| clothing--rather than
often made up the bulk of the shipments. The arms needs of the guery
have been basically satisfied, uccpt for replacements and arms for n
guerrilla units.* :

v

ried,

riod :
unition
s when new
ensive, the
weaponsg=-
illa units

On July 19, the final version of the same background paper was

my office. But the aforementioned paragraph

*"The rate and composition of the supply
has varied, depending on a number of factors.
from November 1980 to January 1981, arms and
ments and the flow in arms was heavy. Since
their mentors in Managua have varied the flow af arms and supplies,
on their tactical :equixements and t.he interdiction efforts they ha
Throughout, there hns been & steady flow of tion, explosives,
and clothing. There have also been sporadic increases in the movemer
weapons to meet the demands of planned oftens:wes or the o:ganiutioz

rilla groups.”

Appaxonuy, your jndgment on arms flou from Nicaragua to the 5a)
guerillas changed substantially in the space ‘of three weeks, How coy
flow from Nicaragua be sporadic at tbe end of June with the needs of
being basically satisfied and then ‘be described by mid-July as a ste;
directed from Managua? (In this time frame, there was no semblance
offensive in El Salvador. . There wag no appreci able increase in the 1
Salvadoran guerillas taking up guns.. There was no siqnificant inter
swuggled arms or ammunition by the salvadom Army despite constant |
lance.) Pleue explain the obvimn .hift in ycmr position. |

~ (3) Par more ‘than three yms, our government has been acnvely
the efforts of the Salvadoran armed forces who are trying to stop ar
Nicaragua to the Salvadorm guerillas. Our inLelligence-gathering c
have been trained on this supply xelationship. Flease provide me wi
quantified factual report on the material support (as distinguished
political or diplomatic support) given by Nicaragua to the FMIN ins
El Salvador. I expect to receive solid estimates of amounts,, types

and dates and places of delivery. ) . Ll

o |
- a e 5
i

eli#ered to

s changed to read as f{cllows:

to guerrillas in E] Salvador

ing the initial rapid build-up

ition made up much|of the ship-|-
en, the Salvadoran guerrillas and

epending
encountered
dicines,

it of guerril

b of new guer

Lvadbran
114 the arms

tf a guerill
umber of
fiction of

supporting

ms flow from

npahilitxes

Erom mornl,
rgents in .
bf supplies:,'

ewly created| |

the guerillas’
ady flow bez$§

M. S. surveil

th a complete::

L)
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1
! |
' i
The Honorable Caspar Weinberger A | ! |
August 17, 1984 . ‘ . ; o } i |
. . H )
I

Page Three ‘ e
: i

(4) Bow many times have shipments of arms and/or ammunition from icafragua R
to the Salvadoran guerillas by air, sea, or land been interrypted and aptured :
from April 1981 to the present? Please tell me phat was captured, when, where,

and how, '

(5) Please submit the following bill of particulars pertaining td actions of
the current Government of Nicaragua: ‘ . i .

a) a lht'i.ng of all actions taken by tfxé Government of Nicuaquai
that show damage to the :}1ves or property of U. S. citizens
within Nicaragua; .

b) a listing of all damage to the lives or property of U. S
citizens or of citizens of other cquntries resulting fr
actions of the Govermment of Nicarjgua outside pf the
‘boundaries of Nicaragua; and e

<) l- 1isting of any actual actions mclerﬁkw by the Gove nt i
of Nicaragua during the past five years against U. S. ::;:d i
forces or defense installations. - ‘ P

(6) What information do you have concerning allegations that the Ssalvadoran’
guerillas are able to buy arms and/or ammunitioh from some Salvadoran; Army o
officers. 1In particular, I insist upon seeing any and all classified documents , ||
concerning the invélvement of Salvadoran Army Colonel Elmer Gonzales li\uujo in . |
the selling of U. S. guns to the guerillas.: c : | . N

law to his war-torn country, ending human rights abuses, and promotifng democratic'
values, then he must be able to assert control ver the Salvadoran armed forces . ||
and to discipline some officers. In particular, I am concerned aboui the ‘cold- . |
blooded slaughter of as many as 74 peasants at Los Hojas on February 22, -1983. i
Consider this a request to see copies of all: “cable traffic that relates to | .
the Los Hojas massacre, including letters from Ambassador Hunter, senpt from the || .
U. S. Embassy in San Salvador to the State Department in Washington, |D. C. be- fig f
|
|

(7) 1¢ s.lvadb:a.n president Duarte is to s‘-,:c_:.é:éed in restoring t:i: rufé of g

tween February 21, 1983 and March 31, 1983. - :

Why hasn't the official report of the H "Rights Commission of the Govern-|
ment of El Salvador pertaining to the massacre [at Los Hojas been relgased? What | 1
disciplinary action has been taken, to date, a ainst the Salvadoran Army officers
found to be responsible for the blocdshed at: urs' Hojas, including Colonel Elmer |
Gonzales Araujo and Captain Carlos Alfonso Figueron Morales? 1 : o

Your prompt attention and straightforward re'sponse to 'thése questions and |
requests as soon as possible (preferably in advance of the Congress peturning
after Labor Day) would be appreciated. : . i

bon J. Pease

Yoamhar ~F ranarece’

i gan. okt
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Central tntelligenoe Agency

24 August 1984

The Honorable Donald J. Pease
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Pease:

Your letter to the Director of August 17, 1984 addresses .issues,
which you note, follow, at least in part, from General Gorman's
briefing and from the joint State Department and Pentagon paper
entitled '"Nicaragua's Buildup and Support for Central American
Subversion." I understand that the Department of Defense
received a letter identical to the one sent to us.

Your questions address U.S. policy; hence, I have taken the
liberty of forwarding your letter to the Department of State
for coordination with the Department of Defense. We, of course,
will cooperate with State in the preparation of the response.

Sincerely,

Charles A. Brig
Director, Office of Legisladiye Liaison

Distribution:

Orig - Addressee

1 - DCI

1 - DDCI
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24 August 1984

The Honorable W. Tapley Bennett, Jr.

Assistant Secretary for Legislative
and Intergovernmental Affairs

Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Ambassador:

I enclose the letter from Representative Donald J. Pease which
I discussed with you on the phone; enclosed, also, :is a copy of
a reply which I sent to Mr. Pease.

As 1 mentioned, I also discussed this with DOD (specifically
with Mike Andricos in Russ Rourke's office), who told me that
Fred Ikle's office had received the same letter. Mike assumed
that State had received a similar letter and said he'd have the
DOD policy folks get in touch with State.

Sincerely,

p—

tharles A. BrlggW
Director, Office of Legislat Liaison

Enclosures
Distribution:

Orig - Addressee

1 - DCI

1 - DDCI

1 - EXDIR

1-ER

1 - DDI

1 - DDO

1 - D/OLL Chron

1 - DD/OLL

1 - iai iv/OLL
1 - Liaison Div/OLL
1 - jec

1 - OLL Chron

D/OLL:CABriggs;jms (24 Aug 84)
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ADMINISTRATIVE ASBISTANT.

. JS—.NQ:'::TEAMS‘E ' : ECO rd . BILL GOOLD

DISTRICT OFFICE:

1127 LONGWORTH BUILDING
WaS4MGTON, D.C. 20515 MRS, NANCY YO0O0

TEEST Congress of the Anited ,,%tatzs TR

. COMMITTEE ON PART-TIME OFRCES:
wWaTS AvD MEANS

¢ . » . .
SURCSOMAMTTEE ON TRADE - ) iﬂuuﬂz ur Rtprzsmtanuzﬁ . MRS. BARBARA FLOWERS
U EURL O TWENT COMPENSATION : maﬁhmgtﬂﬂ, E .C. 205] 5 (216) 725-8

[Eg;su”yf UMSU“ ,- MOIC BUILDING, MANSAILD

{419y 526-6863

X’% -’?J)?7 (2 MR, JOHN WALKER
/ .

THE CENTRE, ASHLAND
. (419)325-4184

August 17, 1984

COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, NORWALX
{419) 668-0208

The Honorable William Casey
Director

Room 7B24

Central Intelllgence Agency
Washington, D. C. 20505

Dear Mr. Casey:

In early August, General Paul F. Gorman, Commander of the United States
Command in Panama, told the Congress that a guerilla offensive in El1 Salvador
was imminent and that additional U. S. military aid to the Salvadoran Army
was needed right away. The Congress responded on August 10 by including more
than $70 million in additional military aid in the FY '84 Supplemental Appro-
priations Bill. Moreover, the Foreign Operations Subcommittee of the House
Appropriations Committee has recommended approval of $123 million in military
‘aid to El Salvador for Fiscal Year 1985.

I coﬁtinue to have serious questions with respect to how the Salvadoran
guerillas secure the arms and ammunition they need to keep fighting. General
Gorman and Ambassador Pickering are the most recent witnesses to appear before
the Congress to argue that most of the weapons, ammunition, and equipment comes
from Communist bloc countries and is funneled through Nicaragua. But the recon-
naissance photographs and other evidence cited, to date, to substantiate allega-
tions of widespread Nicaraguan involvement in the Salvadoran insurgency are in-
conclusive. Accordingly, I am requesting specific and prompt answers to the
following questions along with full compliance in my request for supporting
documentatlon and 1ntelllgence inforamtion.

(1) Drawing upon all U, S.’intelligence—gathering sources and capabilities,
describe in as much detail as possible the FMLN support and supply structure with
specific attention to all sources of outside support. I am finding it difficult
to evaluate current U. S. policy and to assess its likely effectiveness in
suppressing the Salvadoran insurgency if U. S. intelligence resources are restricted
to demonstrating Nicaraguan involvement rather than describing the system we are
supposed to be attacking. ' '

(2) On June 28 an advance copy of a joint State Department and Pentagon
background paper entitled "Nicaragua's Buildup and Support for Central American
Subversion" was delivered to my office. 1In the subsection entitled "The Nicara-
guan Supply Operations for the Salvadoran Guerillas" a plvotal paragraph states:

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS C ! !ly
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Approved For Release 2009/08/14 : CIA-RDP86M00886R001200330029-5

The Honorable William Casey
August 17, 1984

Page Two

"The rate of flow of supplies to guerrillas in El1 Salvador has varied,
depending on a number of factors. During the initial rapid build-up period
of November 1980 to January 1981, the flow was heavy and arms plus ammunition
made ub much of the shipments. Since then, except for special periods when new
guerrilla units were being equipped or immediately before a major offensive, the
flow has been sporadic. Ammunition, medicines, clothing--rather than weapons--
often made up the bulk of the shipments. The arms needs of the guerrilla units
have been basically satisfied, except for replacements and arms for newly created
guerrilla units.”

On July 19, the final version of the same background paper was delivered to
my office. But the aforementioned paragraph was changed to read as follows:

"The rate and composition of the supply flow to guerrillas in El Salvador
has varied, depending on a number of factors. During the initial rapid build-up
from November 1980 to January 1981, arms and ammunition made up much of the ship-
ments-and the flow in arms was heavy. Since then, the Salvadoran guerrillas and
their mentors in Managua have varied the flow of arms and supplies, depending
on their tactical requirements and the interdiction efforts they have encountered.
Throughout, there has been a steady flow of ammunition, explosives, medicines,
and clothing. There have also been sporadic increases in the movement of guerrilla
weapons to meet the demands of planned offensives or the organization of new guer-
rilla groups."

Apparently, your judgment on arms flow from Nicaragua to the Salvadoran
guerillas changed substantially in the space of three weeks. How could the arms
flow from Nicaragua be sporadic at the end of June with the needs of the guerillas
being basically satisfied and then be described by mid-July as a steady flow being
directed from Managua? (In this time frame, there was no semblance of a guerilla
offensive in El1l Salvador. There was no appreciable increase in the number of
Salvadoran guerillas taking up guns. There was no significant interdiction of
smuggled arms or ammunition by the Salvadoran Army despite constant U. S. surveil-
lance.) Please explain the obvious shift in your position.

(3) For more than three years, our government has been actively supporting
the efforts of the Salvadoran armed forces who are trying to stop arms flow from
Nicaragua to the Salvadoran guerillas. Our intelligence-gathering capabilities
have been trained on this supply relationship. Please provide me with a complete
guantified factual report on the material support (as distinguished from moral,
political or diplomatic support) given by Nicaragua to the FMLN insurgents in
El Salvador. I expect to receive solid estimates of amounts, types of supplies,
and dates and places of delivery.
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(4) How many times have shipments of arms and/or ammunition from Nicaragua
to the Salvadoran guerillas by air, sea, or land been interrupted and captured
from April 1981 to the present? Please tell me what was captured, when, where,
and how.

(5) Please submit the following bill of particulars pertaining to actions of
the current Government of Nicaragua:

a) a listing of all actions taken by the Government of Nicaragua
that show damage to the lives or property of U. S. citizens
within Nicaragua;

b) a listing of all damage to the lives or property of U. S.
citizens or of citizens of other countries resulting from
actions of the Government of Nicaragua outside of the
boundaries of Nicaragua; and

c) a listing of any actual actions undertaken by the Government
of Nicaragua during the past five years against U. S. armed
forces or defense installations.

(6) What information do you have concerning allegations that the Salvadoran
guerillas are able to buy arms and/or ammunition from some Salvadoran Army
officers.- In particular, I insist upon seeing any and all classified documents
concerning the involvement of Salvadoran Army Colonel Elmer Gonzales Araujo in
the selling of U. S. guns to the guerillas.

(7) If Salvadoran President Duarte is to succeed in restoring the rule of
law to his war-torn country, ending human vights abuses, and promoting democratic
values, then he must be able to assert control over the Salvadoran armed forces
and to discipline some officers. In particular, I am concerned about the cold-
blooded slaughter of as many as 74 peasants at Los Hojas on February 22, 1983.
Consider this a request to see copies of all the cable traffic that relates to
the Los Hojas massacre, including letters from Ambassador Hunter, sent from the
U. S. Embassy in San Salvador to the State Department in Washington, D. C. be-
tween February 21, 1983 and March 31, 1983.

why hasn't the official report of the Human Rights Commission of the Govern-
ment of El Salvador pertaining to the massacre at Los Hojas been released? What
disciplinary action has been taken, to date, against the Salvadoran Army officers
found to be responsible for the bloodshed at Los Hojas, including Colonel Elmer
Gonzales Araujo and Captain Carlos Alfonso Figueron Morales?

Your prompt attention and straightforward response to these questions and

reguests as soon as possible (preferably in advance of the Congress returning
after Labor Day) would be appreciated.

cerely yours,

Don J. Peas ’{ZZZ>C)

Member of Congress
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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

CONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. MCFARLANE
THE WHITE HOUSE

SUBJECT: Congressional Correspondence Regarding Central America

With reference to the NSC memorandum of September 18
regarding the letter sent by Congressman Pease to various USG
agencies (TAB A), the Department transmits herewith the reply
sent to the Congressman on September 12 (TAB B). Under the
circumstances, we recommend that DOD forward its reply to
Congressman Pease as soon as possible since it complements the
Department's reply.

Charles Hill
Executive Secretary

Attachments:

l. TAB A - The NSC Memorandum Of 9/19 Regarding
The Letter Sent By Congressman Pease To
Various USG Agencies

2., TAB B - Reply Sent To Congressman Pease On
9/12.

CONFIDENTIAL
DECL: OADR
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pDear Mr. Pease:

Tnis responds to your letter of August 17 to the Secretary
concerning Central America. My response is keyed to your
numbered questions,

I understand that the Department of Defense has responded
to several of the points you raised in its separate reply to
you. The following, which concentrates on the remaining
issues, should be considered a complement to that reply.

4
With respect to question (2), changes made in the draft of
the Nicaragua Background Paper do not represent new information.
Rather, they provide a more precise characterization of the
situation. The language in the early draft gave the impression
that the overall flow of all supplies from Nicaragua to guerril-

las in-El..Salvador was-sporadic. 1In fact, the flow of expend~ -.7 -

able supplies, including ammunition and explosives,®las been- *
steady. The flow of arms, on the other hand, has fluctuated

in accordance with need. The July 19 final draft of the report
accurately reflects the distinction between the flow of arms
and other supplies. '

You also asked for listings of all damages to lives and
property of U.S. citizens or citizens of other countries,
inside or outside of Nicaragua, caused by actions of the
Nicaraguan Government, (questions 5(a) and 5(b)). No such
comprehensive record exists, to the best of our knowledge.
Illustratively, on June 21, 1983, two U.S. citizen journalists
were Kkilled in Honduras when their vehicle hit a mine near
the Nicaraguan border. The U.S. concurs with the Honduran
Government's determination that Nicaraguan Army members planted
the mine. 1In addition, the Nicaraguan Government has expropri-
ated or confiscated prope:ty of private U.S. citizens, as well
as property of U.S. companies such as Amax, Standard Fruit, and
Booth Industries. Some of these parties have pursued their
property claims in the Nicaraguan judicial system or in direct
negotiations with the Nicaraguan Government, but, as far as we
know, few have received the compensation.

With respect to question (7), the United States deplores
all violations of human rights, and in El Salvador we have been
actively supporting the effort to end political violence and
abuses of authority. We have repeatedly emphasized the need

The Honorable
Don J. Pease,
House of Representatives.
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for Salvadoran authorities to take action against human rights
offenders and, in particular, in tne Las Hojas case. President
Duarte has made clear his government's commitment to improving
the administration of justice in El Salvador. On August 24,
President Duarte signed the executive order establishing a
special investigative commission to undertake a thorough
investigation of several important human rights violations,
including the murders at Las Hojas, and to bring to justice
those responsible. We would be glad to provide a briefing on
Las Hojas, including Embassy reporting on the incident, if you
wish, .

Sincerely, -
7

>

LN E

W. Tafple?\gg‘f\nett. Jr.
AssSistant Secretary
Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs

o
o §
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Dear Mr. Secretary:
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In early August, General Paul F. Gorman, Commander of the United States
Command in Panama, told the Congress that a guerilla offensive in El Salvador
was imminent and that additional U. S. military aid to the Salvadoran Army

was needed right away.

The Congress responded on August 10 by including more

than $70 million in additional military aid in the FY '84 Supplemental Appro-

aid to El Salvador for Fiscal Year 1985.

conclusive.

documentation and intelligence inforamtion.

- specific attention to all sources of outside support.
gi; supposed to be attacking.

1

Subversion" was rered to my office.

5 QW 12avys

¢
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, I continue to have serious questions with respect to how the Salvadoran
i o guerillas secure the arms &nd ammunition they need to keep fighting.
' Gorman and Ambassador Picke:zing are the most recent witnesses to appear before
the Congress to argue that ;ost of the weapons, ammunition, and equipment comes
from Communist bloc countries and is funneled through Nicaragua.
% naissance photographs and other evidence cited, to date, to s
tions of widespread Nicaraguan involvement in the Salvadoran insurgency are in-:
Accordingly, I am requesting specific and prompt answers to the
fol. >wing questions along with full compliance in my request for supporting

ubstantiate allega-

(1) Drawing upon all U. S. intelligence-gathering sources and capabilitiesl
describe in as much detail as possible the FMLN support and supply structure wii
T am f£inding it difficul‘
L to evaluate current U. S. policy and to assess its likely effectiveness in
e ) suppressing the Salvadoran insurgency if U. S. intelligence resources are restr
;} N to demonstrating Nicaraguan involvement rather than describing the system we ar

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED OoN PAPER)ADE WITH RECYCLED FIDERS

priations Bill. Moreover, the Foreign Operations Subcommittee of the House
Appropriations Committee has recommended approval of $123 million in military

General

But the recon-

(2) On June 28 an advance copy of a joint State Department and Pentagon

s background paper entitled "Nicaragua's Buildup and Support for Central American
diiti In the subsection entitled “The Nicara

v guan Supply  Opezhit® for the Salvadoran Guerillas" a pivotal paragraph states




;: RN

Approved For Release 2009/08/14 : CIA-RDP86M00886R001200330029-5

“ne dHororable Seorge Chultz l
August 17, 19244

Page Two

"The rate of flow of supplies to guerrillas in El Salvador has varied,
depending on a number of factors, During the initial rapig build-up period
of November 1980 to January 1981, the flow was heavy and arms Plus ammunitio;
made up much of the shipments. Since then, except for special periods when ;
guerrilla units were being equipped or immediately before a major offensive,,
flow has been sporadic. Ammunition, medicines, clothing~-rather than weaponi
often made ‘up the bulk of the shipments. The arms needs of the guerrilla ‘unij

have been basically satisfied, éxcept for replacements and arms for newly ‘cr¢
guerrilla units."

.. On July 19, the final version of the same
my office. But the aforementioned paragraph wa

"The rate and composition of the supply flow to
has varied, depending on a number of factors. During the initial rapid build
from November 1980 to January 1981, arms and amnunition made up much of the s
ments and the flow in arms was heavy. Since then, the Salvadoran guerrillas |
their mentors in Managua have varied the flow of arms and’ supplies, depending
on their tactical requirements and the interdiction efforts they have encoun:
Throughout, there has been & steady flow of ammunition, explosives, mediciney
and clothing. There have also been sporadic increases in the movement of guJ

weapons to meet the demands of pPlanned offensives or the organization of new
rilla groups."

guerrillas in El Salvadi

Apparently, your judgment on arms flow from Nicaragua to the Salvadoran
guerillas changed substantially in the space of three weeks.

being basically satisfied and then be described by i
directed from Managua? (In this time frame, there was no semblance of a guer|
offei.jive in El Salvador. There was no appreciable increase in the number of|
Salvadoran guerillas taking up guns. There was no significant interdiction oi
smuggled arms or ammunition by the Salvadoran Army despite constant u. s, sur
lance.) Please explain the obvious shift in your position. |
|

(3) For more than three years, our government has been actively suppoz-t;ivI

the efforts of the Salvadoran armed forces who are trying to stop arms flow fi
Nicaragua to the salvadoran guerillas. Our intelligence—gathering capabilitid
have been trained on this supply relationship. Please provide me with a compl
) 1 support (as distinguished from moral

political or diplomatic support) given by Nicaragua to the FMLN insurgents in |

El Salvador. I expect to receive solid estimates of amounts, types of supplié
and dates and places of delivery.
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The Honorable W. Tapley Bennett, Jr. j
Assistant Secretary for Legislative \&Q\GTN ()M
and Intergovermmental Affairs
Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520 j
Dear Mr. Ambassador: ﬂ‘lw\'

I enclose the letter from Representative Donald J. Pease which
I discussed with you on the phcne; enclosed, also, is a copy of
a reply which I sent to Mr. Pease.

As I mentioned, I also discussed this with DOD (specifically
with Mike Andricos in Russ Rourke's office), who told me that
Fred Ikle's office had received the same letter. Mike assumed
that State had received a similar letter and said he'd have the
DOD policy folks get in touch with State.

Sincerely,

Charles A. Brigg
Director, Office of Legislat Liaison

Enclosures
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Central Intelgerwe Agery

Washinggon. D C. 20505

24 August 1984

The Honorable Donald J. Pease
House of Representatives
Washington,; D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Pease:

Your letter to the Director of August 17, 1984 addresses issues;.
which you note, follow, at least in part, from General Gorman's ‘
briefing and from the joint State Department and Pentagon paper
entitled 'Nicaragua's Buildup and Support for Central Amerjcan
Subversion:' I understand that the Department of Defense
received a letter identical to the one sent to us.

Your questions address U.S. policy; hence, I have i:aken the
liberty of forwarding your letter to the Department of State
for coordination with the Department of Defense. We, of course,

- will cooperate with State in the preparation of the response.

Sincerely,

—

rles A. Brig
- Director, Office of Legislab®iye Liaison L0
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August 17, 1984

|
The Honorable‘ illiam Casey

Director )
Room 7B24

Central Intelligence Agency

Washington, D, cC, 20505

Dear Mr. Case?s

In early. August, General paul F, Gorman, Commander of the United States
Command in Pahama, tolg the Congress that 2 guerilla offensive in El1 salvador
was imminent and that additional v, g, military aid to the Ssalvadoran
B wvas needed right away. The Congress responded on August 10 by including more
o than $70 milljion in additiona} military aiq ip the FY *g4 Supplemental Appro-
1 priations Bil1, Moreover, the Foreign Operations Subcommittee of the House
' Appropriations Committee has recommended approval of $123 million in military
aid to E1 Salvador for Fiscal Year 1985,

| ER Gorman and Ambassador Pickering are the most recent witnesses to appear before !
1 the Congress to argue that most of the weapons, ammunition, ang equipment comeg

3 from Communist bloc countries and is funnelead through Nicaragua. Byt the recon-
K ' naissance photographs ang other evidence cited, to date, to substantiate allega-
- tions of widesprgjd Nicaraguan invo.vement in the Salvadoran insurgency are in-
A conclusive, Accordingly, I am Yequesting specific and prompt angwers to the

ig following questions along with fyull compliance in my request for supporting

| documentation ang intelligence inforamtion, : ‘

(1) Drawing upon &all v, s, intelligence-gathering sources and capabilities,
_describe in as much detail ag possible the FMLN support and Supply structure with
specific attention to all sources of outside support. 1 am finding it difficult
to evaluate current U, §s. policy and to assess jits likely effectiveness in ‘

- suppressing the Salvadoran 1hsurgency if v. s, intelligence resources are restrict;

to demonstrating Nicaraguan involvement rather than describing the system we are
supposed to be attacking.

(2) on June 28 an advance copy of a joi
background paner entitled "Nicaragua‘'s Buildup ang Support for Central American
Subversion” was delivered to my office. 1In the subsection entitledq “The Nicara-
guan Supply Operations for the salvadoran Guerillagn , pivotal paragraph stateg;

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE wivw

S6F 330029-5
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The Honorable William Cascy
I\ugu:ﬁt 17, 1984

Page 1wo

“"The rate of fluw of supplies to guerrillas in El Salvador has varied,
depending on a number of factors. During the initial rapid build-up period
of November 1980 to January 1981, the flow was heavy and arms plus ammunition
made up much of the shipments. Since then, except for special periods when newi
guerrilla units were being equipped or immediately before a major offensive, th(
flow has been sporadic. Ammunition, medicines, clothing--rather than weapons- -1
often made up the bulk of the shipments. The arms needs -of the guerrilla unitsJ

have been basically satisfied, except for replacements and arms for newly creat(
guerrilla units.* * ’

.

On July 19, the final version of the same background paper was delivered td
my office. But the aforementioned paragraph was changed to read as follows:

“The rate and composition of the supply flow to guerrillas in El Salvador
has varied, depending on a number of factors. During the initial rapid build-uj
from November. 1980 to January 1981, arms and ammunition made up much of the shij
ments and the' flow in arms was heavy. sSince then, the Salvadoran gquerrillas and
their mentors in Managua have varied the flow of arms and supplies, depending i
on their tactical requirements and the interdiction efforts they have encountergq
Throughout, there has been a8 steady flow of ammunition, explosives, medicines,
and clothing. There have also been sporadic increases in the movement of guerri

weapons to meet the demands of planned offensives or the organization of new gqé
rilla groups.*”

A entl from Nicaragua to the Salvadoran
guerillas changed gggstantially in the space of three weeks. How could the armg
flow from Nicaragua be sporadic at the end of June with the needs of the guerill
being basically satisfied and then be described by mid-July as a steady flow bei
directed from Managua? (In this time frame, there was no semblance of a guerill
offensive in El salvador. There was no appreciable increase in the nurh-r of
Salvadoran guerillas taking up guns. There was no significant interdiction of
smuggled arms or ammunition by the Salvadoran Army despite constant U, S. survei
lance.) Please explain the obvious shift in your position.

(3) For more than three years, our government has been actively supporting
the efforts of the Salvadoran armed forces who are trying to stop arms flow from
Nicaragua to the Salvadoran guerillas. Our intelligence-gathering capabilities
have been trained on this supply relationship. Please provide me with a complet
quantified factual report on.the material support (as distinguished from moral,
political or diplomatic support) given by Nicaragua to the FMLN insurgents in

El Salvador. 1 expect to receive solid estimates of amounts, types of supplies,
and dates and places of delivery.

i
|
!
|

T

:i . .
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The Honorable Willijam Casey
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Pane Three

(4) How many times have shipments of arms and/or ammunition from Nicaragua
to the Salvadoran guerillas by air, sea, or land been interrupted and captured

from April 1981 to the present? Please tell me what was captured, when, whered
and how. ‘

(5) Please submit the following bill of particulars pertaining to actions
the current Government of Nicaragua:

i
a) a listing of all actions taken by the Government of Nicaragua

‘that show damage to the lives or property of U, S. citizens X
within Nicaragua;

b) a listing of all damage to the lives or property of U. S.
citizens or of citizens of other countries resulting from

actions of the Government of Nicaragua outside of the
boundaries of Nicaragua; and

c)'a listing of any actual actions undertaken by the Government
of Nicaragua during the past five years against U. S. armed
forces or defense installations. ’

(6) What information do you have concerning allegations that the Salvadora:
guerillas are able to buy arms and/or ammunition from some Salvadoran Army
officers., 1In particular, I insist upon _seeipng any and all classified documents
concerning the involvement of Salvadoran Army Colonel Elmer Gonzales Araujo in
the selling of U. S. guns to the guerillas.

. (7) 1f salvadoran President Duarte is to succeed in restoring the rule of
law to his war-torn country, ending human rights abuses, and promoting democrat:
values, then he must be able to assert control over the Salvadoran armed forces
and to discipline some officers. 1In particular, I am concerned about the cold-
blooded slaughter of as many as 74 peasants at Los Hojas on February 22, 1983.
Consider this a request to see copies of all the cable traffic that relates to
the Los Hojas massacre, including letters from Ambassador Hunter, sent from the

U. S. Embassy in San Salvador to the State Department in washington, D. C, be-
tween February 21, 1983 and March 31, 1983.

Why hasn't the official report of the Human Rights Commission of the Gover:
ment of El Salvador pertaining to the massacre at Los Hojas been released? wha!
disciplinary action has been taken, to date, against the Salvadoran Army office
found to be responsible for the bloodshed at Los Hojas, including Colonel Elmer
Gonzales Araujo and Captain Carlos Alfonso Figueron Morales?

Your prompt attention and straightgorwgrg;xggggpge to these questions and
requests as soon as possible (preferably ig_adxangg_gg_;hg_ggpg;ess returning

after Labor Day) would be appreciated.

J

L “Approved For Release 2009/08/14 : CIA-RDP86M00886R001200330029-5 .
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reporcts.

The situation in Central Anerica is very complex and
important to the security interests of the United States. I
hope this response is h2lpful in assisting your delibsrations
on this matter.

Sincerely,

Attachment
a/s
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ACTION: ARA CONFIDENTIAL am2

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL VIA LDX
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20308

s CONFIDENTIAL September 18, 1984

P MEMORANDUM FOR MR, CHARLES HILL
T Executive Secretary
S/P Department of State

ARA
H \—memt fve Secretary ‘ . 25X1

P Central Intelligence Agency

S/S SUBJECT: Conyressional correspondence regarding Central
S/5-S America (U) .

TMA

SL The Departiment of Neirnse has prepared a letter to Congressman

RF:rw : Don J. Pease (Tab A} responding to his inquiries regarding
Centzral America (Tab 8). It is our understanding that State and
CIA also received identical letters from Congressman Pease. (U}

Defense has proposed that a single coordinated response be
provided tn the Conqressman. The NSC agrees that this would be
appropriate given the gensitivity-of the issues and the fact that
much of the information requested could be classified. Would
you, therefore, review the proposed response prepared by Defense
(Tab A) to determine whether or not additional information should
be included and if a single response is appropriate. Your views
would be appreciated by close of business Priday, Septembar 21,
1984. (C)

Robert M. Rimmitt
Executive Secretary

ces R. J. Affourtit
Execur ive Secretary
Depa:¢ment of Defense

Attachments .
Tab A - Defense Proposed ltr to Congressman Pease
Tab B - Congresman Pease ltr £ Weinbergey’ of August 17, 1984

Csmmmma o CONFIDENTIAL .

' ON-FILE NSC RELEASE
INSTRUCTIONS APPLY
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6372 AnD ON

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON. O C 20301

THME EXECUTIVE SECARCTARY September 11, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR COMMANDER PAUL B. THOMPSON, USN
DF.PUTY EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
ROOM 372, OEOB

SUBJECT: Congressrinnal Correspondence

I earlier sent Bob a& memorandum regarding the
letter from Congressman Pease about operations in
Central America (my memorandum and Congressman
Pease'’'s letter are attached). Per our telecon
attached is our staff's recommended response to
Congressman Pease, which you may want to incorporate
into a joint response, i.e., DoD, CIA, State, and
NS8C.

.. - Attachments
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6372 ADD. ON

THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSC

WASHINGTON THE DISTRICT OF COLINWIe

Ronorable DAn J. Pease
Bouse of Reptesentatives
Washington, *C 209515

Dear Conarrcrman: -

This ia in reaponse to your letter of 17 August in which you
raised sr-+ <l questinns regarding support and supply of the
Salvadoran -i1-errillas. As you are aware, during late July and
early Audu«t when the PYB4 supplemental security assistance for
El Salvador was under consideration, Ambassador Pickering and

General (¢ :*man conducted extensive briefings for the Congress

‘on this rut.ject. These briefings wvere followed by a press con-

ference -+ ® Auqust in which previously classified material was

released ' - *he public, Both the Congressional briefings and

the pres~: - nference as well as the Background Paper published

on 18 Juty aldreased nxtensively and in detail the questions =

you have 1 vined reqarding the Salvadoran guerrilla support

structure snt the question of interdiction. A transcript of

the Pickering/Gorman press briefing is provided for your review. .
It reinfor -« the cnmposite picture of Nicaragua's involvement

in the Sal-aloran querrilla support system discussed in the

Background Paper.

Your 'etter also requersted an explanation regarding a
perceived -nntradiction between a draft report and the final
“ published verailon on the matter of the constancy of Nicaragua's
suppart *  ‘‘e “alcvinran querrillas. Changes made to the
draft repurt do not repcesent any nev information but rather
provide a mnre accurate characterization of the situation.

The hill of particulars requested pertaining to actions
undertaken hy the Government of Nicaragua during the past five
years againat US armed forces is as follows: (1) On 7 June 1982, .
a Nicaraqwan patrol boat fired on a US helicopter launched from .
the USS Ti ippe while in international waters; (2) On 2 September
1982, twn armed Nicaraguan SP-260's conducted a fly-dby of the

' USS Spruance in international waters; (3) On 11 January 1984,
a US Army light observation helicopter in Honduras was fired
on by the Nicaraquan Army from the Nicaraguan side of the
‘border killing Warrant Officer Jeffrey Schwab. ] -

Alleaat ions that Salvadoran officers are involved in selling
arms to the querrillas are not substantiated by available evidence.

. ——— e cembmn

Approved For Release“2009/08/14 : CIA-RDP86MO00886R001200330029-5 T



Approved For Release 2009/08/14 : CIA-RDP86M00886R001200330029-5

Quewt 1one of actions taken =ugainst US citizens or tkeir
.crty by the Government of Nicaragua are properly the purview
‘hin 51 ave Department, as are questions concerning alleged
.ty rinh*q abuses and the release of Human Rights Commission

RIS

f The situation in Central America is very complex and
srtant to the security interests of the United States. 1
thin reaponse is helpful in assisting your deliberations

+ this matter. Ses e e

Sincerely.

* achnent
o /s

¥

T S

. -

: % Y
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FFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON. D C 20301

84 AUC ~Yw .. -
er e g-gm.:&i a, 1984

tHMOHRAME ™ FOR MR. ROBERT M. KIMMITT
: EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

“RJKCT- - ongressional Correspondence

A*1 -~ hed is a letter to Secretary Weinberger

com . v egeman Pease concerning cperations in
cnteal verica. It is my understanding that
‘mitar '~ rers (if not identical) went to State
ebocrs in light of this, do you think it woulad
©appr riate that one letter go back to Congress—
th Pe- v ather than three separate letters? The
csue 0 wignificantly sensitive that NSC may want
r'enre 0 ate the response. Please advise.

R AChe. 0

M)
At 134)

)

{
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T AUG 23 M T- 32 ‘o_,a
* -s eonsd
- CRFiLT UF —
- THE SE27i Ta7 OF 2LFINSE -

&angress of the Rnited States =
. Rouse of Representatives - e s . nen

Asmasvtsvain Sunpnd. SNEES
- O

- Washingtwn, B.E. 2035 i

Avyust 17, 1984 Lo

1 et

The Honsvable Caspar Meinberger
Sacretary of Dafense -
The Pantagon

warhinqgron, D. C. 20301

Dear “r. Secretarys

In early August, General Paul P. Gorman, Commander of the United States
Commar' In Panams, told the Congress that a guerilla offensive in E1 Salvador
was 1mminent and that additional U. S. military aid to the Salvadoran Aruy
was neated right avay. The COngress responded on August 10 by including more
than 5'0 sillion in additional military aid in the PY 'S4 Supplemental Appro-
priatisns Aill, MOoreovexr, the Poreign Oparations Sut omittes of ths House
Agproy tations Conmittes has recommended spprovel of $123 million in military
ald *~ F1 Ralvedor for Fiscal Yoar 196S. )

! rontinue to have seriocus questions vith respect to how the Salvadoran
quer i l1ne secure the arms and ammmition they need to keep fighting. . Genezal
Gorman and Anbassador Pickering are the most recent witnesses to appear before
the (- myress to argus that most of the weapons, smmmition, and equipment comes
frre .-wmunist bloc countries and is funnaled through Ricaragua. But the Lecon-

. nasisssce photogrephs and other evidence cited, to date, o substantiate allega=~
tions f videspread Nicaraguan involvemant in the Salvedoran insurgency are in-
con '-elve., Accordingly, I am requesting specific and prospt answers to the
folt < teg questions elony with full compliance in my request for supporting
Aoe -+ *ation and intelligence inforswtion. .

‘11 o ewing upon all 0. 8. intalligence—-gathering sources and capabilities,
Ame: - **a Ln a8 much detail as possible the MUM support and supply structure with -
spe: <+ - attention to all sources of cutside support. I am finding it difficult
to » ~1ete current U. S. policy and to assess its likely effectiveness in
sy - ~eaing the Salvasdoran insurgency if 0. S. intelligence resources are restricted
to v .netrating Bicaraguan involvement rather than describing the system we are
mutt- <=t 0 be attacking.,

A unamunnndnmap]ot.jmsuumtwm
bar b 1+ und paper entitled “Nicarsgua’s Buildup and Supp. .t for Cantral Amsrican

Swn -+ sion® was delivered to my office. In the subsection entitled “The Wicara=
quan - upply Operations for the Salvedoran Guarillas® a pivotal paragraph states:

- 68269 ¢
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e 11« crahle Caspar Weinberger
Anquset 17, 19684

T T

“:'a rate of flow of supplies to guerrillas in E1 Salvador has varied,
teprercticr) on & number of factors. During the initial rapid build-wp period
~t Wevemnar 1980 to January 1981, the flow was heavy and arms plus amsunition
nale vy much of the shipments. Since then, excopt for special periods when new
querrilla units were being equipped or immediately before a major gffensive, the
t1ow hae heen sporadic. Ammunition, medicines, clothing--ruthar than wcapons=-
aften maiq up the bulk of the shipmants. The arms needs of the guerrilla units
have taen basically satisfied, «xcept for replacenents and arms for newly created
querrilia gynits.®

tm duly 19, the final version of the same background paper was delivered to
oy of (ice. But the aforementioned paragraph was changed to read as follows:

“1he rate and composition of the supply flow to grerrillas in El Salvador
has variael, depending on a numbar of factors. Ouring the initial rapid build-up
from ‘e cember 19680 to January 1981, arwms and szmunition made up much of the ship-
ments and the flow in srms was heavy. Since then, the Salvadoran gquerrillas and
their =enrnrs in Managua have varied the flow of arss an_ supplies, depending
on thelr rectical requirements and the intsrdiction cfforts they have encountered.
Thenoepewe, there has beed a steady flow of smmmition, explosives, medicines,
and ~1:*ning. There have also been sporadic increases in the sovament of guarrilla
weageina tn anot the demands of plmd offencives or tha organization of new guer~
rilla groups,*

Aot arantly, ycnr judguent on arms flow from Nicaragua to the Salvadoran
querillias changed substantially in the spacs of three weeks. How could the arms
flrw v~ Nicaragua be sporadic at the and of June with the needs of the guerillas !
hein: *seically satisfind and then be descrided by aid-July as a stssdy flow baing |
dire '~ frum Managua? (In this time frame, therc was no semblance of a guerilla '
nffenaica {n E1 Salvednr. There was no appreciable increase in the nusber of
falva--van guerillas taking up guns. There was no significant interdiction of
kgl et arms or ammunition by tha Salvadoran Army despite constant . S. surveil-
lance ) Please explain the ocbviocus -nze in your position.

(' For sors than three ysars, our governmant hes been actively supporting
the =f¢ -:g of the Salvadorar armed forces who are trying to stop arms flow from
Nicara e tn the Salvadoran guarillas. Our intelligence-~gathering capabilities
have +-=u trained on this supply relationship. Pleass provide ms with a complote

veet 7t -V fartual report on the saterial support (as distinguished from moral,
pouu.«.u or diplomatic support) given by Nicaragua to ths FNIN insurgents in
El Salvadnr., I expect to receive eolid estimatss of m. ‘types of supplies,
and ‘iates and pucu of deslivery.

-
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The Honnrat-la Caspar Weinbergar
Auqust 17, 1984

fage Three

(4) Hrw many times have shipments of arms and/or ammunition froam Nicaragua
to the Selvedoran guerillas by air, sea, oF 1and bean interrupted and captured
from April 1981 to the present? Please tall me what was captured, when, whare,
and how.

(5) Please sutmit the following bill of particulars partaining to actions of
the current Goverrnment of Nicaraguas

e) a listing of all actions taken by the Govermnant of KWicaragua
that show dzmage to the lives or property of U. S. citizens
-An.hln Nicaragua:

) cu-tu:qo!nudnw.eothnvaormo!o. S.
citigens or of citizsens of other countries resulting from
actions of the Govermment of Nicaragua ocutside of the
voundaries of Ricaraguas; and

<) a listing of any actual actions undertaken by the Govermmant
of Wicaragua during the past five years against U. 5. armed i
forces or dafense installations. 4

(6¢) What information do you have concerning allegations that the Salvadoran
querilles are able to buy arms and/ox amsunition from some Salvadoran Acmy
officers. 1n particular, I insist upon seeing any and all classified documents
concerning the involvement of Salvedoran Army Colonel Elmer Gonsales Araujo in
the selling of U. S. gquns to the gquarillas.

(7) 1f Salvadoran President Duarte is to succeed in restoring the rule of
law to hiG war-torn country, ending human rights abuses, and prowoting democratic
values, then he sust be abla to assart control over the Salvadaran armed forces
and to dlecipline some officers. In perticulacs, I a& concerned about the cold-
blooded siaughtsr of as many as 74 peasants at los Bojas on Pebruery 22, 1963.
Consider this a requast to ses copies of all the cable traffic that relates ©©
the Los Hojes massacre, including lettars from Asbassador Hunter, sent from the
v. 8. m.wxamaxmummuwmhw. D. C. be-
tween February 21, 1983 and March 31, 1983, .o

why hasn't the official report of the Buman Rights Commission of the Govern-
ament. of Fl Salvador pertaining to the sassacre at lLos Hojas besn releascd? What
disciplinary action has been taksn, to dats, against the Salvadoran Army officers
found to be responsible for the bloodshed at Los pojas, including Colounsl Elser
Gonzales Araujo and Captain Carlos Alfonso Pigueron Morales?
four prowpt attention and straightforward response to thase quastions and Q
requests as soon 8s possible (prefexably in advance of the Congress returning
after labor Day) would be appreciatsd.

gSincerely yours,

. Yamhavr ~¥f MArevveas

‘ L TE N
e o - ————— —— o y il
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